5 Chairs/ 5 Characters/5 points of view  (How does a character feel; what would they say?)  (A theatre activity based on Interviewer/Panel format)  by Mindy Donner

Focus  Story:  Grade 3:  TWO DAYS  IN MAY

Focus Story, Grade 4;  SING TO THE STARS

Reading Standard: (Gr. 3)  3.3  Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text:


Determine what characters are like by what  they say or do and by how the author or illustrator portrays them.

Reading Standard: (Gr. 4) 3.2 Narrative Analysis of Grade Level Appropriate  Text:


Identify the main events of the plot, their causes, and the influence of each event on future actions.

TEACHER PREP:  FIVE CHARACTERS /FIVE CHAIRS,/FIVE POINTS OF VIEW

1)  Choose five characters from TWO DAYS (or SING TO THE STARS.)

2)  Divide class into groups of six students  - the five characters plus one interviewer.  A cooperative group with one strong person is optimal.

3)  Create questions, a different one for each group.

4)  Each group receives an envelope containing seven slips of paper; each of five has a character's name written on it; the sixth has the word" Interviewer" on it; the question is also inside on a slip of paper.

NOTE:  It may help to write the cast of characters and whom you have chosen to play them on the outside of the envelope.

5)  Set up six chairs, each with a character's name on it plus interviewer sits a bit apart.

6)  Create a model question for us to demonstrate.

CLASS SEQUENCE

1) INTRO. You tell them briefly about the game, we demonstrate.

2) MODELING; You play interviewer, ask me a question; I play the first character sitting in that chair, and we reverse roles until all five characters have been asked 

the question and responded. (We embody the character with gesture, tone--some of them can do this, and many cannot--the point being they can voice the character's point of view.)

3)  They practice in  their seats with their own question/each group. Not too long.

4)  Each group gets up in turn.

Give them 1/2 hr. to perform.

We must demonstrate rather quickly making more concise statements.

In theatre, this activity would be referred to as a Point of View Exercise.

